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Around the globe, governmental institutions, scientific
organizations, and a large variety of non-governmental
organizations warn about the impact of climate change
on the health of both humans and animals. All have one
thing in common - they all agree that there is a direct
connection between climate change and health. Climate
change is a fact, and so is the current understanding that
a shift of just a few degrees in global temperature can
cause major changes. As a result, most institutions have
increased their efforts to inform the public about the
consequences of climate change, targeting their actions
towards an increased awareness in the public arena. We
all realize that we live in an evolving world, where direct
and indirect changes of the climate pattern impact on
human as well as animal health.

Interestingly enough, if one searches the web for “climate
change”, countless web pages will be found relating to
the impact of CO, and the rise of the sea level caused by
melting of the Arctic ice and heat stress-related impacts,
to name the most common ones. In terms of veterinary
medicine, the direct impact on farming and livestock
production is clearly addressed, e.g., by the Australian
Government's Department of Climate Change. Apart
from the direct impact of increased temperature, there
are links, however limited in number, between pathogens
and their vectors, as well as an influence on the preva-
lence of the vector population and their translocation.
Recent outbreaks of the West Nile Virus in North America
or the Rift Valley Virus in the Near East and South Eastern
Europe add another facet to this subject, the link between
vector-borne diseases and the zoonotic potential, the inti-
mate connection of human and animal health.

We at Bayer Animal Health are passionate about control-
ling parasites, and with our broad product portfolio of
parasiticides our target is to provide solutions for parasite
infections in livestock as well as companion animals.
Parasite control and the increase in vector-borne diseases
are closely linked. We started the journey in 2006, when
we held the first CVBD symposium in Billesley, UK. The
CVBD World Forum was initiated and annual meetings
where held in Mazara del Vallo, Sicily, and Wiesbaden,
Germany. This year, for the fourth time in a row, we have
the pleasure of hosting this symposium in Seville, Spain.
CVBD World Forum represents an interdisciplinary group
from veterinary medicine, human medicine, parasitology,
epidemiology and even meteorology.

With the professional support of the CVBD World
Forum Members, it was possible, to design a symposium
with presentations of the latest scientific knowledge
on CVBD. So it is a pleasure to welcome you all to the
4th Symposium of the CVBD World Forum to Seville,
Spain. Enjoy the scientific, interdisciplinary atmosphere
in Andalusia, truly a CVBD hot spot.

Enjoy the 4" Symposium of the CVBD World Forum!
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